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Livingston Schools Cut Ribbons for New Schools 
Millages to Fund New Schools Decreasing Sooner Than Projected 

 
 DENHAM SPRINGS, La. – Livingston Parish school officials, teachers, local dignitaries, parents 

and students celebrated the opening of the new Juban Parc Junior High and Juban Parc Elementary with 

ribbon cutting ceremonies at both schools this past week. 

 Both schools will open to students on the first day of classes on Friday (Aug. 6).  The elementary 

school will house about 450 students this upcoming school year, while the junior high expects a starting 

enrollment of approximately 525, according to Superintendent Bill Spear.  He noted that the schools 

were built to allow for growing room – the elementary can hold up to 850, and the junior high can house 

about 1,000. 

 Spear said the district’s official enrollment last year was 24,494.  He expects that number to 

jump closer to 25,000 for the 2010-2011 school year. 

 “We continue to gain between 300 and 500 students every year,” Spear said.  “We’re hoping 

these new schools will help manage the continued growth in the Denham Springs area for a while.” 

 Spear noted that a third school will also open this year – South Fork Elementary – in the South 

Walker area.  He said he expects that school to be open by the end of September.  A “seamless” 

transition plan for teachers and students who will be attending that new school will be put in place for 

the start of the year. 

 During the Juban Parc ceremonies, Spear recognized his predecessor, Former Superintendent 

Randy Pope, who led the campaign to gain funding for the two schools.  Voters in the Denham Springs 

School District approved a $26 million bond issue in May 2007 to fund the construction of the new 

schools.  At the same time, Pope also negotiated the donation of the land for both of the Juban Parc 

schools.  Renaissance Development Group, LLC, donated approximately 19 acres for the elementary and 

22 acres for the junior high. 

 Construction of the schools began in 2008 after the land donations were finalized and 

preliminary design plans were approved.  Both schools are located on Brown Road, less than two miles 
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from Juban Road.  The schools are in close proximity to the Juban Parc Community development, the 

source of their names. 

 Denham Springs School Board Member Buddy Mincey, Jr., noted that Pope and Livingston Parish 

Assessor Jeff Taylor, in 2007, presented voters with a projected, decreasing millage schedule based on 

assessment values and growth in the Denham Springs area.  The original chart showed that millages 

voted on in the May 2007 election would increase to 32.55 mills for Denham Springs’ homeowners, but 

then begin to decline over time, decreasing to about 22.14 mills by the current date. 

 “I’m proud to say that we are ahead of schedule.  We have been able to lower that millage to 

18.29 mills for this current tax season,” said Mincey, who represents the school district where the new 

schools are located.  “We are committed to honoring the pledge made in 2007 and to lowering costs to 

our taxpayers as quickly as possible.” 

 Several local elected officials and dignitaries attended the ribbon cutting ceremonies, including 

Louisiana Senator Dale Erdey, Louisiana Representative Rogers Pope, Louisiana Representative Mert 

Smiley, 21st JDC District Attorney Scott Perrilloux, Livingston Parish Assessor Jeff Taylor, Livingston Parish 

Clerk of Court Tom Sullivan, Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office Chief Criminal Deputy Jason Ard, Livingston 

Parish Sheriff’s Office Chief of Operations Perry Rushing, Livingston Parish Councilman Buddy Mincey, 

Sr., and Denham Springs Marshall Jerry Denton.  Also in attendance were Livingston Parish School Board 

Members Dr. Milton Hughes, Louis “Loody” Carlisle, and Mincey, Jr., as well as several school 

administrators and educators. 

 Nearly 200 students and parents of Juban Parc Elementary also attended the ribbon cutting 

ceremony for their school.  Following the ceremony, they were allowed to take a self-guided “sneak 

preview” of the campus.  Principal Kathryn Blackwell welcomed everyone and introduced the school’s 

faculty members who were present for questions or to help with directions. 

 



 
 
Livingston Parish school officials and local dignitaries welcomed the opening of the new Juban Parc 
Junior High School with a ribbon cutting ceremony on July 27, 2010.  Pictured from left to right are: State 
Sen. Dale Erdey, 21st JDC District Attorney Scott Perrilloux, Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office Chief 
Criminal Deputy Jason Ard, State Rep. Mert Smiley, School Board Member Buddy Mincey, Jr., 
Superintendent Bill Spear, Former Superintendent Randy Pope, Juban Parc Junior High Principal Jeff 
Frizell, School Board Member Milton Hughes, State Rep. Rogers Pope, School Board Member Louis 
“Loody” Carlisle, Renaissance Development Group Chief Officer Tony Bull, and Livingston Parish Clerk of 
Cout Tom Sullivan.  
 

 
 
Livingston Parish School Officials and local dignitaries participated in the July 27 ribbon cutting 
ceremony for Juban Parc Elementary.  Pictured from left to right are:  Juban Parc Elementary Principal 
Kathryn Blackwell, Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office Chief of Operations Perry Rushing (partially blocked), 
21st JDC District Attorney Scott Perrilloux, Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office Chief Criminal Deputy Jason 
Ard, Denham Springs Marshall Jerry Denton, School Board Member Buddy Mincey, Jr., Superintendent 



Bill Spear, Livingston Parish Assessor Jeff Taylor, School Board Member Dr. Milton Hughes, Renaissance 
Development Group Chief Officer Tony Bull, Livingston Parish Councilman Buddy Mincey, Sr. (partially 
blocked), School Board Member Louis “Loody” Carlisle, State Rep. Mert Smiley, State Rep. Rogers Pope, 
and Former Superintendent Randy Pope. 
 

  
Those persons instrumental in making the new Juban Parc Junior High and Juban Parc Elementary 
schools a reality joined together July 27 for ribbon cutting ceremonies for the two schools.  Funding for 
construction of the schools received voter approval in 2007, and the property for the schools was 
donated by Renaissance Development Group, LLC.   Pictured left to right are:  Former Superintendent 
Randy Pope, School Board Member Buddy Mincey, Jr., School Board Member Louis “Loody” Carlisle, 
School Board Member Dr. Milton Hughes, Renaissance Development Group Chief Officer Tony Bull, and 
Superintendent Bill Spear. 
 



 
Juban Parc Elementary Principal Kathryn Blackwell, along with the new school’s teachers, welcomed 
nearly 200 parents, students and distinguished guests to the official opening of their new campus on 
July 27, 2010.  School officials and dignitaries participated in a 6:30 p.m. ribbon cutting ceremony, 
followed by a self-guided, “sneak preview” tour of the elementary campus.  Blackwell and school 
administrators and teachers were present to give directions and answer questions.  Those local officials 
pictured with Blackwell, from left to right, are Livingston Parish Clerk of Court Tom Sullivan, Livingston 
Parish Assessor Jeff Taylor, Superintendent Bill Spear, School Board Member Louis “Loody” Carlisle, and 
Livingston Parish Councilman Buddy Mincey, Sr. 
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